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Book Reviews

B
3-6

Anholt, Catherine. Good Days, Bad Days.
Putnum, 1991. ISBN 0-399-22283-9. $13.95. 26 pp.

PB

Good days, bad days, all sorts of other days alternate in rhyming
opposites throughout the verse, creating an up and down, high and low
rhythm, typical of a child's emotions. The simple plot, with extra large
type, offers a source for introducing opposites.
Richly detailed illustrations tell a story that stands on its own
without the text. The verse, in fact, can be distracting. The cover
design depicts a good day, while the title suggests bad days. The
drawings portray family members moving throughout the various
scenes. Multicultural characters are also included although they lack
individuality of expression.
This is a "look at" book with only minor problems.
-Joanne Barrett

PI

.........

A
5+
FI

Conlon-McKenna, Marita. Under the Hawthorn Tree. Illustrated by
Donald Teskey.
Holiday House, 1990. ISBN 0-8234-0838-8. $13.95. 153 pp.
The three O'Driscoll children are plunged into misery and despair
when the Great Irish Famine of 1845-1850 begins, and shatters their
family. Their father is forced to leave home to work on a road gang
while their mother desperately struggles to keep sick baby Bridget alive
and the family fed. Emily, Michael, and Peggy are taken to a
workhouse when their mother leaves to search for their father after baby
Bridget dies and the family has no more resources left. The children
escape and decide to seek out their great aunts, whom they have never
met, hoping to find refuge with them.
This is an engrossing and horrifying survival adventure story, which
tests the children's bravery, endurance, and ingenuity. Their journey
is filled with hardship and terror, and accurately depicts the desperation
of the Irish people during the Great Famine. The black and white
woodcut illustrations at the beginning of each chapter add a symbolic,
dream-like atmosphere to the text. Perhaps a bit too graphic or
frightening for younger children, but older ones will be inspired and
touched by this tale of three determined children.
-Patricia A. Foster
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*

3+

PB

BI

Demi. Chingis Kahn.
Henry Holt and Company, 1991. ISBN 0-8050-1708-9. $19.95.
Unpaginated.
The Oriental style of Demi's art is perfectly suited to tell the story
of Ching is Khan, and the text gives a great deal of information about
this famous world conqueror from Mongolia. One would expect this
warrior to have learned to ride before he could walk, but to be
practicing archery at four and being responsible for vast herds of goat
and camels at five gives the reader some idea of the serious
responsibilities given to the young boys in a Mongolian clan. At nine,
his father was poisoned and the boy called Temujin became the leader
of a very small tribe (most left because they felt he was too young).
His sternness, his fiery courage, and his ability to fight eventually
attracted more and more Mongol people until 1206 when they all united.
He was given the name Chingis (spirit of light) and he set out to
conquer the world. He conquered China, Persia, and Russia. At the
height of his power, in 1227, at the age of sixty-seven, he was killed in
a hunting accident. His sons and grandsons continued to conquer India
and Asia and then, the Mongols faded from power.
Demi's illustrations are framed against a background of white giving
the look of free and wide open spaciousness that seems to fit a book
about a people living in the vastness of the Mongolian steppes. As the
story proceeds, the Mongolian boys, astride the sturdy, strong
Mongolian horses, break out of the frames and scatter across the page
just as the Mongolian hordes later scattered across China, Asia, India,
and Persia.
The ample use of gold and bright reds make the illustrations
vigorous and bright which fit the action- packed life of this famous
mongol leader. After reading this book, readers should have a pretty
good feel for the rigorous and disciplined life that the harsh climate of
the Mongolian steppes demanded. This way of life made it possible for
Chingis Khan to mold his countrymen into a formidable fighting force,
and conquer much of the known world if only for a brief period of
time.
-Lillian Heil
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A+
K+

PB

Demi. The Artist and the Architect.
Henry Holt and Company, 1991. ISBN 0-8050-1685-6. $15.95.
Unpaginated.
"Once upon a time in China, there was a wise and just emperor who
greatly appreciated the arts." He hired a fine architect and a wonderful
artist to build him a pavilion to house his treasures. The architect grew
jealous and plotted to kill the artist by telling him a letter had come
from heaven calling him home-only for a year. He was out-smarted
in the end by the clever artist. When the architect decides he will also
go to heaven for a year, the artist can save him or let him be killed.
We are not told his choice, but instead are given an old proverb: "The
small man harbors an envious spirit; the great man rejoices in the talents
of others."
Once again we are blessed with the obvious talent of Demi and can
rejoice in it. His water colors include a generous amount of Chinese
red and there is a satisfying abundance of detail. As always, his book
is outstanding.
-Donna Jorgensen

*

2+

PT

Esbeusen, Barbar Juster. Words with Wrinkled Knees. Illustrated by
John Stadler.
Harper Collins, 1986. ISBN 0-690-04505-0. $14.00. Unpaginated.
Words with Wrinkled Knees has been around for a while, but I just
discovered it. Esbeusen has centered her description of twenty-one
animals (large and small, alive and extinct) on each animals name. In
a delightful, imaginative way, she shows how the sensory aspect of the
names fit the physical description of each animal.
*Thin as hairs the letters
whine apart
regroup
MOSQUITO
a loose
cloud that swarms
above your head Your blood
calls
Stilettos at the ready
they zero in for the
kill
Put up screens
close
the windows
Somebody
left the dictionary
open!
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The exact placement of each word in the line, with spaces for
pauses, makes this free verse easy to read aloud and stay true to the
author's subtle rhythm. (And please, make sure you read poetry
aloud-othelWise you'll miss half the fun of poetry).
It is an appealing book for all ages above about six-years-old
because young children love animals but need to have a little more
knowledge of the way poets play with words in terms of their sounds
and rhythms.
For middle and older grades, Esbensen's poetry can provide a
marvelous introduction to some creative writing projects.
- Lillian Heil

***

•
5-9+
BI

Fritz, Jean. Bully for You, Teddy Roosevelt! Illustrated by Mike
Wimmer.
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1991. ISBN 0-399-21769-X. $15.95.
127 pp.
"What did Theodore Roosevelt want to do? Everything. And all at
once if possible. " Using his great energy and enormous curiosity as her
theme, Fritz describes the many interests and accomplishments of the
man Mark Twain called "an earthquake. "
Beginning with his childhood efforts to overcome physical
weakness, Fritz recounts Teddy's lifelong struggle to meet his father's
expectations. Following the logical progression from interest to
experience, the reader learns how Roosevelt's various pursuits
influenced him as a public servant-first in New York's state legislature,
and finally as the 26th President of the United States. For example,
Teddy's love of nature prompted his involvement in our Nation's first
efforts in environmental preservation. Ever conscious of the historical
setting, Fritz also makes the reader aware of the context in which
Roosevelt lived and worked. She describes the issues and concerns of
the people of Teddy's time, and how he influenced those issues. With
her unique sense of memorable (and often humorous) detail, Fritz shares
moments from Teddy's life such as the time his son, Quentin, and a
group of friends put spit-balls on several White House portraits.
The fine narrative is enhanced by supplementary notes which add
fu~ther insight into the text. The black-and-white pencil drawings focus
on details from the text. Also included are a detailed index and a strong
bibliography. A well-crafted portrait of a many-faceted man.
-Dina Wyatt
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A
3-7

FI

Hellard, Susan. Eleanor and the Babysitter.
Little, Brown, 1991. ISBN 0-316-35459-7. $13.95. Unpaginated.
Eleanor does not want to be left with a babysitter. She is not a
baby! Who is this Alison anyway? The evening is off to a bad start
and Eleanor refuses to succumb to any of Alison's ploys-WI hate
stickers," "I hate Teddy," and "I hate TV." Not until she is saved
from the monster in the closet by the heroic Alison does Eleanor come
to appreciate what a friend Alison is.
Any child who has discovered the need to control her own life will
be captivated by this story of independence and friendship. Hellard's
expressive watercolors and whimsical animal characters create a
delightful range of atmosphere-from the homey scene with mother and
father dressing to go out for the evening, to the ominous and eerie
closet monster. The characters are convincing and lively in their initial
battles and in their ultimate alliance.
-Jennifer Hull

***

*

5+
FI

Hendry, Frances Mary. Quest/or a Maid.
Farrar Strauss & Giroux, 1990. ISBN 0-374-36162-2. $14.95.
273 pp.
Frances Hendry, a Scottish writer, recreates what might have
happened after Alexander III of Scotland died in a fall from a cliff and
his granddaughter, called the "maid of Norway," apparently died as she
came to Scotland across the North Sea to marry Prince Edward of
England. Hendry's story is built around a little-known fact that ten
years after the supposed drowning of the maid, a woman turned up in
Norway claiming to be the lost daughter of King Eric.
The central character in the story, Meg, is trying to help the maid
of Norway escape those who wish to kill her before or after she reaches
Scotland.
It is a tale that will appeal to young people because the four main
characters are all under 16 and are battling some powerful people in
their bid for power. It is an action-packed story, but it also contains
good characterization of both. It is also the story of the good and bad
forces struggling to gain power in Scotland right after the death of
Alexander III.
Hendry's skillful recreation of the Scottish dialect really gives the
reader a feel for the characters and culture.
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She nearly gaped at me, and then smiled and shook her head.
"Ach, you're too kind-hearted lassie. You'd argue for the Devil
himself if he looked sad at you. Just a might wee softie. Ay, well,
pettie, so it's likely you'll not be in that much trouble for staying
and losing your Kirtle and shawl. "
Hendry's book is both a fine adventure story and a vivid description
of life in the 13th Century.
-Lillian Heil

***

B
4-7
FI

Hobbie, W. D. Bloodroot. Illustrated by Holly Hobbie.
Crown Publishers, Inc., 1991. ISBN 0-517-58153-1. $14.95.
151 pp.
"Trout Lily is the name of my favorite wildflower... It is my
Grama Ax who teaches me about wild flowers and birds, trees and
animals, and working in the garden for example. Her name is
Alexandra, but I call her Grama Ax. "
Lizzie (about 11 years old) calls herself Trout Lily when she stays
with her grama in Heath. Lizzie's parents are traveling (again) and
promised that she could stay the whole summer. Which is just fine with
Lizzie because "Grama Ax is my one and only best teacher."
Heath is a lovely farming community--small and isolated. A
developer comes in and wants to build condominiums. Many farmers
are financially troubled and want to sell out. Grama Ax leads the
opposition. Lizzie's mother thinks Grama is too old to race around the
way she does because she has had a couple of accidents. Nevertheless,
the fight goes on.
Lizzie learns more about change than she thought she wanted to.
The story moves well and examines the pros and cons of many
contemporary gray areas. We find strong characters in real life
situations. Well written.
-Donna Jorgensen

***
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A
K-3
Yf

Hopkins, Lee Bennett, compo Good Books, Good Times. Illustrated by
Harvey Stevenson.
Harper & Row, 1990. ISBN 0-06-022528-9. $12.89. 32 pp.
Hopkins has collected 14 short poems about the joys of books and
reading. Aileen Fisher, Arnold Lobel, Jack Prelutsky, David McCord,
and or course, Hopkins are represented.
From McCord's "Books fall open, you fall in, delighted where
you've never been," to Lobel's "Books to the ceiling, books to the sky.
My piles of books are a mile high," the bibliophile, young or old, is
reminded of the pleasures of reading and of being read to. The soft
watercolor illustrations, particularly the expressions of pleased
satisfaction on the faces of the readers, reinforce the positive attributes
of reading. Poetry is intended to be read aloud, and this collection will
help teachers, librarians, and parents share the delights of reading with
young people.
-Marsha Broadway

***

*

Pre-K

FI

PB

Kandoian, Ellen. Maybe She Forgot!
Cobblehill BookslDutton, 1990. ISBN 0-525-65031-8. $12.95
Unpaginated
The dedication to this brief, wallop-packing picture book says it all:
"Dedicated to the children who wait." Probably no anxiety experienced
in our stress-ridden world equals that of the child on hislher own for the
first time whose mother doesn't show up. Obviously, Kandoian has
either been guilty or panic-stricken (or both) in her not-too-far past to
produce the painful poignancy of this universal story.
The first day of dance class and Jessie is the first one ready to go
home. While all the other dancers depart their various ways, with
punctual, grown-up escorts, Jessie waits and waits and waits.
Meanwhile, Mom (who really did start out in plenty of time) is
frustrated at every tum, from the oaf who is parked behind her car
(actually, he's having a bad day, too) to the flat tire that slows her up
even more. Even the teacher's phone call to an unanswering number
fits the pattern.
Of course, Mom didn't forget-and wouldn't ever, she reassures
Jessie. But the story isn't over yet-not until Jessie is picking up her
little girl will that kernel of painful doubt be put to rest. A real winner!
-Janet Francis

***
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*

4+

PT

Kennedy, X. J. The Kite That Braved Old Orchard Beach. Illustrated
by Marian Young.
Margaret K. McElderry, Maxwell Macmillan Pub., 1991.
ISBN 0-689-50507-8. $12.95. 85 pp.
X. J. Kennedy's book of poems covers a variety of topics-joys,
dreaming, family, friends, not so ordinary things, animals, and times of
year. It is, as he states, a collection of year-round poems for young
people.
His style is appealing because it is whimsical and rather gently
amusing, but with most unusual mental images.
On the hillside at night
A shooting star
Raked my path like the light
From a passing car,
Then it switched off its beam
And the world winked dark,
And I wondered. Who'd dream
Stars would stop to park?
Kennedy does understand how children feel as shown in his poem
entitled "The Lesson" :
He made fun of my Pekingese:
"Call that a dog? What knobby knees!"
I'd take her walking on a leash.
"Hey look! There goes a Furry quiche!
I bet she polishes her nails!
Where did she come from? Bloomingdale's?"
Well, my Pekingese beat up his mutt
And now he keeps his big mouth shut.
The reader does need to know that Bloomingdales is a pretty fancy
store in New York City, but now that you know, you can give the
necessary background information to any child you share it with .
Kennedy uses rhyme, rhythm, and imagery in a most delightful way.
You'll enjoy having this book in your poetry collection.
-Lillian Heil
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B+
6-7
FI

Klass, Sheila Solomon. Kool Ada.
Scholastic, 1991. ISBN 0-590-43902-2. $13.95. 167 pp.
When Ada moves to Chicago from the Appalachian Mountains to
live with her aunt because the rest of her family has died, she refuses
to talk in school and gets in a lot of fights. Gradually, with the help of
an understanding teacher who realizes she has a learning disability and
is not a "ree-tart," Ada begins to believe in herself and learns to keep
out of trouble by using her mind instead of her fists.
This book gives a good picture of life in the poorer part of any city.
I especially enjoyed the character of Mr. McCoy, the super of Ada's
building, who was always so positive and encouraged Ada to believe in
herself. Aunt Lottie was also well-portrayed. When she couldn't work
any more because of her legs, Ada's teacher had to come over and
convince her that it was alright to go on welfare for a while. Aunt
Lottie would never have asked for help on her own.
-Marilyn Bailey

***

A
5-6
FI

Klaveness, Jan O'Donnell. Beyond the Cellar Door.
Scholastic, 1991. ISBN 0-590-43021-1. $13.95. 186 pp.
Jeff was really having a hard time after Grandfather moved in with
them. It seemed that nothing Jeff did was good enough for Grandfather.
When Jeff finds a key to an empty Victorian house nearby, his curiosity
consumes him and, accompanied by his sister, Meg, he enters the
house. To Jeff and Meg, it seems as if the house wants them to be
there. Magical happenings occur: the house begins to clean itself, a
treat of cookies is left for the children, and even a doll house appears
just like the one Meg asked for. Finally, Jeff confronts the owner and
the story reaches a satisfying conclusion.
I think this story brings out a timely message in that we all need to
try to get along more with each other. Both Jeff and his grandfather
agree to try harder, to cooperate more. Hopefully, those who read this
book will come to the same conclusion.
-Marilyn Bailey

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1991

9

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 12 [1991], Iss. 5, Art. 3
18 Brigham Young University

*

K-4
NF

PB

Kudlinski, Kathleen V. Animal Tracks and Traces. Illustrated by Mary
Morgan.
Watts, 1991. ISBN 0-531-15185-9. $12.95. 48 pp.
Nobody leaves without a trace, not even you! One intriguing
approach in the impressive book, Animal Tracks and Traces, is to relate
human traces and signs to those animals leave behind. Tacks, or clues,
are given throughout the book with the answers in the back of the book.
This creative format cleverly unites the subject and the presentation.
The child learns through readable, interesting, and informative
language how and where to find animal tracks and traces, how to set
"track traps," and what can be learned about the animals from the
tracks, feathers, nests, fur, and even odors left behind. Birds, insects,
snakes, rodents, and other animals are discussed.
The text holds the reader's interest and is balanced well with the
labeled drawings. The limited background in the illustrations makes the
animals appear to stand out. They are portrayed realistically, yet
without threat, and nature is depicted accurately.
An index, a glossary, and several experiments are included. The
book will likely spawn further interest in the subject in addition to
promoting an appreciation for nature.
-Joanne Barrett

.........

A5-8
FI

Lisle, Janet Taylor. The Lampfish of Twill. Illustrated by Wendy
Anderson Halperin.
Orchard Books, 1991. ISBN 0-531-08563-5. $15.95. 161 pp.
Eric, orphaned by one of the terrible storms that rage along his
coast, lives with an aunt and struggles to get along, just like everyone
else, by fishing. The life is sparse, but it is what these people know.
The best thing that can happen is to catch a lampfish. These are very
unusual creatures and are highly prized by the local fishermen. Eric
discovers where a lampfish surfaces each evening, and decides to try
catching one, all alone. But each time he makes an attempt, a crazy old
fisherman named Zeke Cant rip appears and spoils his chances. Eric
gradually makes friends with this eccentric man, and begins to learn
some very unusual things about the lampfish. Finally, he and Zeke
make a trip down a whirlpool to the place where the fish come from,
learning much about the fantastic world, but not everything by any
·means.
This book interested me because of the definite transition from
reality to fantasy. The first half of the book is extremely realistic,

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol12/iss5/3

10

Barrett et al.: Book Reviews
Children's Book Review 19
showing the difficulties of Eric's life, softened only by his friendship
with a tame seagull. Then, ratQ,er quickly, Eric finds himself moving
deeper and deeper into a fantasy world-a world which will change the
rest of his life. The book is quite well~written, and kept my interest.
At the end of the book, however, I found myself wondering what it was
all about, which was a bit disappointing. I would recommend this book
to children who love fantasy, but would not use it to try to interest
someone in the genre.
-Jan Staheli

***

A-

K-3
PB

Lobel, Anita. The Dwarf Giant.
Holiday House, 1991. ISBNO-8234-0852-3. $14.95. Unpaginated.
Long, long ago, a Chinese prince and princess lived quietly and
happily-well almost happily. The prince wished for something exciting
to happen. So, when a dwarf landed his boat on their shore and came
to the palace with many wonderful tricks and promises of more fun to
come, the prince left everything else to play with him. He even sent the
princess away. When the dwarf had all as he wanted it, he turned
himself into a giant and took over the kingdom. But the resourceful
princess wasn't through fighting, and she came up with a plan which
defeated the dwarf giant and restored the kingdom to normalcy. And
the prince was glad of it.
The story is interesting, though predictable, and the illustrations are
very nicely done. Lobel uses borders with great flair, and the feeling
of the book is very oriental, with brilliant colors juxtaposing grayed
tones and wonderful movement of line everywhere.
I would recommend this book as an appropriate addition to a
children's library.
-Jan Staheli

***

A-

Pre-4
FI
PB

Martin, C. L. G. Three Brave Women. Illustrated by Peter Elwell.
Macmillan Publishing Company, 1991. ISBN 0-02-762445-5.
$13.95. Unpaginated
Caitlin, Mama, and Granuny are all afraid of spiders (and mice and
worms). And Caitlin is now mortified because when a spider crawled
up her pant leg, she had whipped off her pants and Billy Huxley saw
her in her duck underpants. Her mother and grandmother both tell her
stories about their own fear of spiders, but it doesn't help much. Caitlin
decides that the only way she can make sure that Billy doesn't tell
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anyone about her underpants is for her to show him just how brave she
really can be. She recruits her mother and grandmother in capturing a
spider to prove her bravery, and the reader discovers that there are
three brave women in this family. The end results will be pleasing to
any child, as Caitlin is also able to help Billy not be afraid of his own
phobias.
This is a delightful book that children will love to read or have read
to them. Martin makes his spider real and you can almost feel "the
feathery tickle of tiny spider feet brush" over your own arm as they try
to get it into the jar. You'll laugh as you see Mama and Grammy down
on their knees under the porch.
And Elwell's illustrations are
wonderful. We see the expressions change on the main character's
faces from laughter to surprise, from fear to wonder. The relationship
between these three loving generations is well-defined by Elwell's light,
charming pastels. This short, small book also teaches that bravery
comes in conquering the little things in life-not just in winning all the
major battles.
-Helen Hoopes
.........

MacKinnon, Bernie. Song for a Shadow.
A
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1991. ISBN 0-395-55419-5. $16.95.
10-12
311 pp.
FI
Where Bernie MacKinnon's first book, The Meantime, dealt with
the tension of racial prejudice, his second, Song for a Shadow, traces
eighteen-year-old Aaron Webb, alias Aaron Cunningham's, search for
himself. His famous but absent rock star father, whose picture appears
frequently in Rolling Stone, and his mother, who seeks help in a
sanatorium, offer Aaron no home or stability.
After high school graduation, Aaron decides to cut loose and
hitchhikes to Maine. By doing this, he hopes to leave behind any
reminder of his father and mother. Even destroying the Mazda his
father gave him for graduation isn't enough. He carries everything in
his mind and heart and finally learns that he must confront the spectres
of his family in order to find himself. Beaten up and left by the person
who offered him his previous ride, Aaron doesn't even look up as help,
in more ways than one, happens by. Taken in and given a home by a
small town family, Aaron makes efforts to fit in and drown his
memories. He enjoys the closeness of the small town and of the family,
and works hard to keep his balance. Unexpectedly, he finds himself
enveloped in a quiet, shy romance. He also joins a local rock group
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and his experiences help to build his confidence and self esteem until he
finally makes the decision to confront his father and thus fmd himself.
If the reader longs for adventure with one exciting scene upon
another, Song will he pleasing. If, however, one looks for a more
realistic picture of a confused young man who survives his hardships
and comes to understand both the good and bad about life, Song, will
he a winner. Carefully crafted, the hook presents a contemporary story
in an unoffensive manner.
-Raphael Johstoneaux

.........

*

3-7

FI

Nunes, Lygia Bojunga translated by Giovannie Pontiero. My Friend the
Painter. Illustrated by Christopher DeLorenzo.
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1991. ISBN 0-15-256340-7. $13.95.
85 pp.
Claudio is eleven years old and lives in Petrobpolis, Brazil. He has
developed a close friendship with the upstairs neighbor, who is
identified throughout the hook as my Friend, the Painter. Despite
difference in their ages, Claudio spends long afternoons in his friend's
apartment talking, playing backgammon, and discovering the mysteries
of color. One day, Claudio finds his friend dead in the apartment.
In this psychological story, Nunes skillfully captures Claudio's sense
of loss. In an attempt to protect Claudio from such things as suicide
and politics, the adults in the story will not talk openly with him. This
secrecy compounds Claudio's confusion and frustration. Rumors
abound. Did his friend commit suicide as the girl who lives on the first
floor said? Why had the police come to his friend's apartment?
Using the theme of the painter's album, Nunes'es vivid descriptions
of color ("Red is really a complicated color," "Yellow is a happy
color," "Pink-orange is the color of longing.") portray Claudio's
struggle to understand his own and his friend's emotions. Nunes
simultaneously develops a rich sense of the characters themselves. Each
chapter is complimented by a black and white illustration from the
painter's album. Nunes has maintained her award-winning quality.
Adults, as well as children, will find this hook intriguing.

.........
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A
3-6
NF

Parsons, Alexandra. Amazing Cats. Illustrated by Julie Anderson and
John Hutchinson. Photographs by Gill Elsbury.
Alfred A. Knopf, 1990. ISBN 0-679-80690-3. $6.95. 29 pp.
One of a series of Eyewitness Juniors books which are written to
introduce youngsters to various animals through photographs,
illustrations and text, Amazing Cats defines and depicts various types of
wild and domesticated cats. Each page has one or more photographs
and several small illustrations with text explaining each picture. A
"Table of Contents" identifies the major photographs on each two- page
spread and an "Index" details the contents of the smaller illustrations.
The photographs and illustrations are colorful and engaging, and the
text accompanying each picture is brief, informative, and well-written.
Each two-page spread has a specific theme. For example, the chapter
entitled "A Long Fur Coat" has a photograph of a Persian cat,
directions on the care of long hair on a cat, and an explanation of grasseating habits of cats which help them vomit unwanted hair they have
swallowed. The illustrations are both natural and cartoon depictions of
cats. The natural illustrations accompany facts, the cartoons supplement
legends or amusing facts about cats. The variety and amount of
illustration adds to the appeal of this encyclopedic book which is likely
to attract small groups of children of all ages for browsing and sharing.
-Kirsten J. Shields

***

A

7+
FI

Phipson, Joan. Bianca.
Margaret K. McElderry, 1988. ISBN 0-689-50448-9. $12.95.
168 pp.
Hubert, Emily, and Paul are out on the first spring outing, hunting
for a sight of ducklings (for five-year-old Paul's benefit) and intent on
enjoying the promise of spring to come, when an unexpected mist both
conceals and reveals a young woman, rowing near the dam without
destination or explanation. Meanwhile, their father, who is a doctor,
has treated a hysterical woman from the hill country who has
experienced some sort of shock but cannot seem to tell him exactly what
it was. He thinks she has gone to the hospital and calls to see her the
next day, but she has already left. Somehow, everyone is just a bit too
late to really grasp the situation, and Bianca, the boat girl, and her
mother, the hysterical woman, are too desperate to reach out.
Phipson regularly pits nature against human minds in her stories,
but in this one, it isn't so much balance (or lack of it) that moves the
action, as it is the damage wreaked on private minds by unexpected and
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uncontrollable circumstances. The characters are clearly defined though
somewhat distant, and the action weaves the roads they walk. An
interesting story with no ax to grind except maybe that there should be
less distance from heart to heart.
-Janet Francis

.........

B
2-3
PB

Polacco, Patricia. Some Birthday.
Simon & Schuster, 1991. ISBN 0-671-72750-8. $14.95. 30 pp.
After it is apparent that everyone has forgotten Patricia's birthday,
her father comes up with the idea that they should all go down to the
Clay Pit to try and photograph the "Monster at Clay Pit bottoms."
Patricia, Richie, cousin Billy, and Dad gather up snacks, flashlights, and
the camera. They set up camp on the edge of the water and light a fire.
Of course, to tell more would give it all away. Needless to say, it was
a birthday Patricia would not forget.
The illustrations are well-done and humorous. The plot is fairly
predictable; however, most children would enjoy it, unless, like my
three-year-old, they are already afraid of monsters.
-Karen Newmeyer

.........

A
1-6

PI

PB

Prelutsky, Jack, selector For Laughing Out Loud. Illustrated by
Marjorie Priceman.
Alfred A. Knopf, 1991. ISBN 0-394-92144-5. $14.95. 84 pp.
Starting with Prelutsky's introductory poem which wishes you lots
of belly laughs, this collection of poetry is designed to make you laugh
out loud. I expect readers will enjoy the gross appetite of the pig in
Lee's "Garbage Delight," the dilemma of Ciardi's boy on the beach who
is advised to let go of a crab, Cole's spelling difficulty with
"Bananananana," and "The Alien" by Holder who "looked at me-and
laughed and laughed!" Of course there are many more-about 150
poems representing the work of 55 poets, plus some very funny ones
whose authors are unknown. For Laughing OUI Loud begins with
Prelutsky's wish: "You have to roar, and if you almost split your sides,
that's what this book is for," and ends with Aldis's "Bursting:"
We've laughed until my cheeks are tight.
We've laughed until my stomach's sore.
If we could only stop we might.
Remember what we're laughing for.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1991

15

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 12 [1991], Iss. 5, Art. 3
24 Brigham Young University
If you're looking for gentle, subtle humor, that's not what you'll
find, but rather, slapstick, zany situations, funny advice, and word play
are here in abundance. Priceman' s irrepressible water color illustrations
add to the cheerful sense of the ridiculous in Prelutsky's collection.
-Lillian Heil

***

A
3-6

BI

Rappaport, Doreen. Escape from Slavery. Illustrated by Charles Lilly.
Harper Collins, 1991. ISBN 0-06-021632-8. $12.89. 117 pp.
Rappaport has described the spectacular journey of five different
people who took great risks to free themselves from slavery. No dates
are given, but these events took place from about 1830 until the time of
the Civil War. In choosing the people to be portrayed in this book,
Rappaport focused on acts of unusual courage and also included the role
of the free blacks and abolitionists who helped escapees.
Rappaport's style is direct but descriptive. The reader gets a clear
image of both people and events. Invented conversations add life to the
stories as shown in the retelling of Eliza and her baby (made famous by
Harriet Beecher Stowe in her novel, Uncle Tom 's Cabin):
With her left hand, Eliza undid Caroline' s arms from around
her neck. With her right hand, she grabbed a chunk of ice. Then
she slid Caroline onto the piece of ice. Caroline screamed louder
as the ice touched her back. "I here, baby,' Eliza shouted,
grabbing the ice chunk with both hands and kicking her feet hoping
to propel herself and the ice with Caroline on it farther toward the
shore.
The author wisely chooses characters covering a variety of ages: a
woman with a baby, ten- and eleven- year-old girls, a man, a mother
with two boys, and a married couple. At the end, references are given
to sources which give the original account of each escape.
- Lillian Heil

***

*

Rathmann, Peggy. Ruby the Copycat.
Scholastic, 1991. ISBN 0-590-43747-X. $12.95. 32 pp.

PB

When Ruby enters a new class for the first time, she feels she has
to copy everything Angela wears, says, and does, which makes Angela
feel pretty frustrated . Her teacher notices what is happening and
convinces Ruby that it's all right to be her own self. Ruby shares her

Pre-3
FI
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talent for hopping with the class, and Angela and Ruby hop home for
lunch together.
From the outstanding illustrations to the subtle humor and the
important theme of individuality, this book was a joy for our entire
family to read. Preschool and lower grade teachers could also use this
book beneficially in their classroom.
-Marilyn Bailey

.........

C
6+

NF

Robins, David. Just Punishment.
Gloucester Press, 1990. ISBN 0-531-17252-X. $11.90.
62 pp.
The title Just Punishment is almost a foreshadowing of the
difficulties of this book whose main thesis seems to be that there is no
such thing as just punishment. Although the book purports to be a
factual study of the issue of legal punishment, the author's prejudice and
emotional bias is reflected clearly in such statements as: "But more
serious offenders will not learn by being punished in this simple,
schoolboy way," and "the male emphasis on discipline and conformity
in prisons is alien to most women, who fmd it harder to cope, possibly
without even knowing why."
The book briefly assesses causes for all types of punishment, worldwide, touching on issues as divers as apartheid and euthanasia and
includes short case studies, photographs, and quotations from varied
sources; but the author's lack of objectivity renders it of much less
validity than it needs, if it were to be useful.
Just Punishment is issued in the series Understanding Social Issues
which also contains such titles as Child Abuse, Divorce, The Impact of
Aids, and others of current interest. It would be wise to examine any
books in the series before purchasing them.
-Janet Francis
>Ie

A

Pre-6
PB

Singer, Marilyn. Nine O'Clock Lullaby. Illustrated by Frane Lessac
Harper Collins Publishers, 1991. ISBN 0-06-025647-8. $14.89.
32 pp.
In this trip around the world by time zones, Singer describes
simultaneous activities in several countries. It's bedtime at 9 p.m. in
Brooklyn, New York. There's a party at 10 p.m. in Puerto Rico. A
cat overturns a samovar in Moscow at 5 a.m. At noon in Australia, a
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family eats their picnic lunch. The sun goes down at the beach in Los
Angles at 6 p.m.
Each time zone represented fills a double-page spread. Although
the language and rhythm of the text suggest poetry, it seems choppy as
it moves from zone to zone. The descriptions of the different activities
and countries vary considerably in length and detail. The colorful
illustrations are executed in a child-like style similar to American folkart, with great detail, but almost flat perspective. The illustrative details
enhance the text's portrayal of each country mentioned. The view of
the world on the book's cover serves as an effective introduction with
appropriate features added to the geographic areas to be mentioned in
the text. The final page explains some of the science and politics
relative to each time zone.
Possible uses for this book are limited only by one's imagination.
Applications could be extended into social studies, math, and
vocabulary. Using a glove and a flashlight to show the earth's rotation
relative to the sun could even tum this book into a science lesson. This
book provides an appealing way to teach children a world-wide concept
of time.
-Dina Wyatt

***

A
5-9
FI

Taylor, John Robert. Hairline Cracks.
Lodestar Books, 1990. ISBN 0-525-67304-0. $14.95. 128 pp.
Sam Lydney comes home one afternoon to find that his mother has
disappeared. Soon after, his father-now remarried-shows up to take
Sam home with him. The longer Sam thinks about it, the more sure he
is that something is very wrong, and he and his friend, Mo (Maureen),
decide to find out what is wrong. They discover that there are hairline
cracks in the local nuclear plant silos, and that Mrs. Lydney's
disappearance is linked to this. They get chased and captured by
villains, they solve the mystery, and they see that justice is done.
This is a satisfying suspense thriller for teens with just enough
danger to keep you reading, but not so much that you can't sleep nights.
The young heroes are attractive and sympathetic, and they handle the
situation admirably. I would recommend this book for a fast, absorbing
read.
-Jan Staheli

***

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol12/iss5/3

18

Barrett et al.: Book Reviews
Children's Book Review 27
B
4-6

FI

Thacker, Nola. Till's Christmas.
Scholastic, 1991. ISBN 0-590-43542-6. $13.95. 133 pp.
Till is horrified when she finds out that her mother's best friend is
coming to visit for Christmas, and she has a daughter just Till's age.
Spending Christmas with her family is bad enough, but to have to spend
it with a girl from New York whom she doesn't even know is just too
much. Till is at the stage where her peers mean everything and her
family is embarrassing. She finally decides that having Deirdre there
might be a good thing if she can show her off to her friends. It doesn't
occur to Till that Deirdre might not want to be put on display as the
"girl from New York." After Deirdre gets really upset when Till
laughs at her for slipping on some ice, Till starts looking at things from
Deirdre's point of view, and realizes that Deirdre has the same feelings
and desires as she does. The book ends as Till and Deirdre realize that
both of them have faults, and so do their parents, but that's all right.
-Marilyn Bailey

•••

B
7+
FI

Thesman, Jean. The Rain Catchers.
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1991. ISBN 0-395-55333-4. $13.95.
182 pp.
When Grayling was a baby, her father was killed after having
witnessed a robbery, and was shortly thereafter abandoned by her
mother. She had been raised by her maternal grandmother, listening to
family stories, told over and over again, and catching honeysuckle rain
with which to rinse their hair. All the stories have a beginning, a
middle, and an end-except her story. Why did her mother leave her?
When her mother calls and invites her to visit and perhaps live with her
in San Francisco, Grayling is reluctant to go. Her mother does not
want to relive the past nor discuss her reasons for abandoning her.
This is a story of first love, self discovery, and coming of age, as
Grayling comes to understand her mother and makes some surprising
discoveries about this remote, business-like woman. I enjoyed this book
despite its unabashed support of euthanasia. Although the focus of the
book is on Grayling, a lot of time is spent on the death of a terminally
ill friend. The author's treatment left me feeling uncomfortable. It is
clear that the author feels euthanasia to be an appropriate "out" for the
terminally ill. The only other view point is presented by a disreputable
character in the book.
-Karen Newmeyer

•••
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B
4-8

FI

Voigt, Cynthia. The Vandemark Mummy.
Atheneum, 1991. ISBN 0-689-31476-0. $14.95. 234 pp.
The Halls have come to Maine sans Mrs. Hall to allow Mr. Hall to
work at a job he's actually qualified for: teaching classical languages.
Ironically, their first surprise, in what turns out to be a summer of
them, is an additional job for him. He is appointed curator of a
collection of Egyptian antiquities by the deceased millionaire who
arranged for them to be donated before he died. Mr. Hall is a good
father (which is a good thing, since Mrs. Hall has decided to
aggressively pursue a career in some other place) and a good friend, but
far from a dynamic P.R. man. Althea, fifteen, is studying classics.
She is crabby but caring, and too bright for childhood. On the other
hand, Phineas, who tells the story, is a sort of dark horse in the
family-observant and organized and only secretly intellectual. None
of them have really come to grips with their present family condition,
and apparently, neither has their mother.
True to the pattern of Voigt's writing, the characters are more
important than the plot in this story, but there is action enough for a
good mystery when the mummy is stolen and returned, minus a valuable
piece, Althea is kidnapped, and an attractive, young, female reporter
turns up. These are people you'd like to know. You'd recognize them
if you met them, and the sense that Voigt intends something cogent
concerning a woman's position is only occasionally disquieting. A good
read.
-Janet Francis

***

A
4+
NF

Weitzman, David. Thrashin'Time: Harvest Days in the Dakotas.
David R. Godine, 1991. ISBN 0-87923-910-7. $24.95. 79 pp.
I love Weitzman's books. I have read and reviewed all of them.
In Thrashin' Time, the coming of steam threshing to the-Dakotas is told
by young Peter. This book is so good that, as I read, my legs started
to itch from the barley beards and I kept reaching to make sure that my
bandanna would keep the chaff out of my collar.
Because the book is drawn from eye witness accounts, there is a
wealth of detail about the operation of the threshing machine and the
Case 65 hp steam engine. Peter, lucky lad, gets to do a variety of
tasks. He fires the engine, drives the water wagon for the engine,
sometimes drives a grain wagon, digs potatoes, and does other errands
for his mother. The richness of the harvest is all here.
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Making a book that will appeal to both children and adults is easy
when Weitzman does it. Because life is finite, there are fewer of those
sweeping panoramic pen and ink drawings. Fortunately, he has
discovered that he can use vignettes to carry the story forward. The
only drawback to this book is that for some odd reason, the flywheel is
on the wrong side of the engine on the dust jacket and the title page.
- Thom Hinckley

***

A

1-2

PB

Weller, Frances Ward. I Wonder if I'll See a Whale. Illustrated by
Ted Lewin.
Philomel Books, 1991. ISBN 0-399-21474-7. $14.95. 28 pp.
Told in first person, this book tells of a young girl's desire to see
a whale-close up, that is. She has seen their spouts from a distance,
but never close up. The book ends with her getting her wish as a whale
comes up beside the boat and the two of them look at each other faceto-face.
The illustration are the most outstanding part of the book. They are
truly lovely. The illustrations, together with the text, give the reader a
better understanding of these gentle giants of the sea.
-Karen Newmeyer

***

A
6+
FI

Westall, Robert. The Promise.
Scholastic, 1990. ISBN 0-590-43760-7. $13.95. 169 pp.
Q: How can the same author who produced Blitzcat and The Machine
Gunners, two impressive, matter-of-fact chronicles of World War II,

write a romantic ghost story based on the same period of time without
falling on hislber face?
'A: Only a writer with unlimited horizons and a strongly developed
sense of the unseen could!
Q: Why would they want to?

A: Possibly to show the indestructible length and breadth of normal
life; carrying on even its abnormality in the face of an unbelievable
reality.
And there, dear readers, we have The Promise. Deceptively simple
in plot, The Promise consists of an everyday adolescent love story: boy
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likes girl, but secretly. Boy loses girl. Boy gets girl back (we're only
to page 88 of 169 by now) because now boy loses girl with a
vengeance-she dies!
Bob Bickerstaffe is the boy under discussion, with all the normal
interests native to British boys of early teen years, including a particular
fascination with the war developing so close to home. And Valerie is
the girl-a girl who is already on her way to death by the time her
mysterious pallor and glorious red-gold hair catch Bob's eye. The thing
that makes this story different is that Valerie is not about to die alone.
Westall peppers his story with wit and wisdom. Bob's assessment
of his parents' behavior is classic and Nana doesn't begin to realize the
irony of her offhand comment that love is stronger than the grave-but
it sounds a warning bell to the reader when Valerie's ghost finally
entices Bob back to the empty house. Life and death, life-in-death, love
and war, and war and death-these are juxtapositions not ordinarily
expected or found in young adult fiction. When the craftsmanship is as
sure as this, the effect is stunning.
-Janet Francis

***

A
2+
NF

Wolfman, Ira. Do People Grow on Family Trees? Genealogy for Kids
and Other Beginners.
Workman Pub., 1991. ISBN 0-89480-348-4. $9.95. 179 pp.
The genealogists I listened to as a child put me right to sleep. They
talked endlessly about names, dates, and places. I couldn't figure out
why they were so excited about dead people they didn't even know. Ira
Wolfman shows his readers how to get acquainted with those dead
people who gave us our names. Do People Grow on Family Trees?
never loses sight of the individual person that the" Ancestor Detector"
is looking for. He constantly reminds us that "genealogy isn't just about
ancestors. It's also about you. You are a part of history-and you've
already left many clues about yourself for the future." Genealogy is the
way you can find out how you fit into the history of the world.
The focus on people is enhanced by family photographs such as the
following: eleven Dutchmen lined up for a photograph, "The Great Bed
of Ware" (built for a very tall ancestor), a Hungarian family escaping
the Russians in 1956, and a view of the Statue of Liberty as an
immigrant ship entered New York harbor.
Each chapter is illustrated with stories of individuals, quotes from
·letters, or pictures of people so that the reader never loses sight of the
personalities behind the names in an ancestor search. Along with these
anecdotal stories and history of American immigration, the author gives
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a step by step guide to the genealogical treasure hunt-techniques,
record sheets, logs to keep track of your search, documents and sources,
plus a fascinating chapter on the history and meaning of family names.
Activities are a natural offshoot to this book-keeping journals,
writing life stories, constructing unusual family trees (with artifacts that
relate to each person, handprints, or a family tree quilt), maps of your
family's immigration, pictorial histories, and tape recorded interviews
with family members-are some of the possibilities. The message is
loud and clear-genealogy is not boring!
-Lillian Heil

***

A
K+
PB

Yolen, Jane Elfabet: An ABC of Elves. Illustrated by Lauren Mills.
Little, Brown and Company, 1990. ISBN 0-316-96900-1. $14.95.
32 pp.
Each letter of the alphabet is presented by an elf named after the
letter of the alphabet in this unique "elfabet" book. Every elf is busy
with an activity that is alphabetically appropriate. ·V is for Valentine
Elf vigorously vaulting.· Other objects, animals, and plants, which
begin with the proper letter, are intertwined in the illustration. "V" has
a valentine, velvet clothing, a vine, a vicuna, violets, and a vole.
If it were not for a "Key" at the end of the book, a botanist and a
zoologist would have to be consulted to identify the many unusual plants
and animals creatively placed in the pages of this delightful alphabet
book. Aardvark, hedgehog, impala, jaguar, okapi, zyleborus beetles,
and zebu are examples of animals not normally seen in ABC books.
Alpine asters, fuchsias, oleanders, Queen Anne's lace, and zinnias
comprise a few of the flowers and plants depicted. Costumes, such as
a chefs hat, a jester's suit, a kimono, a pierrot suit, and toe shoes, are
subtly included and objects like bubbles, cherries, dice, ink, and a
parachute keep the interest alive.
Children will be fascinated with the enchanting elves and their
activities, but it will take a sophisticated reader to decipher many of the
words in the "Key" and match them to the pictures. The illustrations,
done in watercolor, are original and extraordinary. This is a cheery
book with the potential for hours of diversion.
-Kirsten J. Shields
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A+

Pre-3

PB

Yolen, Jane. Greyling. Illustrated by David Ray.
Philomel Books, 1991. ISBN 0-399-22262-6. $14.95.
Unpaginated.
A fisherman and his wife live cozily by the sea, wanting for nothing
except a child. One day, the man finds a grey seal pup and wraps it in
his shirt to take home for his wife. On arriving at the cottage,
however, he finds he is carrying a small boy-a selkie-a mythical
creature who is human on land and a seal in the ocean. The wife vows
never to let the boy return to the sea, and for fifteen years he doesn't
go back. But a terrible storm arises, and the fisherman's life is at stake.
The boy dives into the ocean to save his father's life and discovers what
he truly is. Saving the fisherman's life, he then returns to his true
element, the sea.
This is a lovely little book, lyrical and solemn, with wonderful
illustrations which evoke the sea and the mythical nature of the story.
Children should respond to its sweetness and to the rhythm and
simplicity of its language.
For my money, Jane Yolen has done it again, and I would
recommend this book highly for both home and school libraries.
-Jan Staheli

"'' ' '

A
5+

FI

Yolen, Jane (editor). Vampires.
Harper/Collins, 1991. ISBN 0-06-026801-8. $14.89. 228 pp.
There are certain words which immediately create fascinated interest
in avid readers, and the title of this new collection, edited by Jane Yolen
and Martin H. Greenberg, is one of them. Ms. Yolen has expanded her
field of expe....ise with a vengeance in recent years; those gentle fairy
tales for younger grades that readers came to expect, if they have not
vanished, have certainly taken a back seat these days. Included in this
enticing group are vampire stories from virtually every point-of-view.
If you're looking for grimace and gore, Delia Sherman's story of poor
Clarisse, left to the mercies of an unearthly aunt and uncle, will likely
fill the bill. If unexpected self-sacrifice appeals, check out M. F.
Zambreno's "Miss Emily's Roses." The family vampire of the future
is here, as well as that pasty face in the crowd at the mall. Even
included is a poignant tale or two of loving hearts condemned to bitter
eternity and the ways they try to escape. Not many well-known names
appear in the contents because this is an original collection, each story
copyrighted in 1991. You'll probably need more than one copy!
-Janet Francis
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